
River Bank Primary Knowledge Organiser Year Three Autumn 1 Geography – UK Cities 

Key Vocabulary  Important Facts 

 
Urban:  A word related to a town or a city 
Settlement: A place where people once did not live, but now do 
Capital City: The city in the country where the government rules from 
Population: The number of people who live / are in a place 
Entertainment: Fun things to do which people enjoy 
Transport: The manner in which people move around (and out of) the country e.g. 
car, bike, train, aeroplane, boat 
North: a direction, one in which a compass will point 
East: 90 degrees clockwise from North 
South: 180 degrees clockwise from North 
West: 270 degrees clockwise from North 
Region: An area of a country with its own characteristics 
Town: A built-up area with a name, defined boundaries, and local government, 
that is larger than a village and generally smaller than a city 
Luton: The town in which most of the children live in, which the school is located 
in. 
4-figure-referencing: A way of showing where something is on a map. This will 
contain a vertical and a horizontal value 
Horizontal: A positional direction from left to right or right to left 
Vertical: A positional direction from up to down or down to up 

• Know that a city is a large urban settlement, usually with a large population.  
 

• Know that lots of people usually live in cities because: 
- There are lots of jobs 
- There are lots of fun things to do (theatre / sport and music venues) 

and that this is known as ‘entertainment’. 
- They want to be near family who might live in the city 
- They want to be near good transport links (train stations / airports / 

motorways) so that they can to other places in the country or the 
world more easily. 

 

• To know that every country has a ‘capital city’ which is usually their biggest 
in population. In the UK, these are: 

- England: London 
- Scotland: Edinburgh 
- Northern Ireland: Belfast 
- Wales: Cardiff 

 

• To know that in the UK there are lots of other cities, which include: 
 

- Manchester                         - London 
- Edinburgh                          - Bristol 
- Belfast                               - Birmingham            
- Cardiff                               - Liverpool 

 

• To know that North, South, East and West are directions on a map which 
refer to ‘the top’ ‘the bottom’, ‘the right’ and ‘the left of a map’. 

 

• To know that the United Kingdom is divided into 11 regions and that many 
of these regions can use North, South, East and West to describe where they 
are. 

 

• To know that Luton is in the East of England 



 

• To know that Luton is a large town. 
 

• To know that Luton shares similarities with cities: 
- It is a place where there are lots of opportunities to get a job (airport 

/ town centre / hospitals / schools / shops / taxis 
- It is a place where there are lots of opportunities to engage in 

entertainment (football stadium / cinema / shops) 
- It has many people here who moved to Luton from other countries to 

be near family. 
 

• To know that we can find places on a map using 4 figure referencing. 
 

• To know that 4 figure-referencing will use a horizontal value first and a 
vertical value second. To know that the first figure will be a letter which the 
city is in (London = F). To know that the second figure will be a number 
which the city is in (London = F  2). To know that the other two digits are 
made up of estimates in the box of where London is (London = F9 28) 
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